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DATA CCOLLECTI ON DESCRI PTI ON

ABC News/ The Washi ngt on Post
ABC NEWS/ WASHI NGTON POST TERRORI ST ATTACK POLL #4, SEPTEMBER
2001 (I CPSR 3295)

SUMMARY: This special topic poll, conducted Septenber 25-27, 2001
was undertaken to assess respondents' reactions to and feelings
about the terrorist attacks that destroyed the Wrld Trade Center
towers in New York City, danaged the Pentagon in Washington, DC
and caused a plane crash in Pennsylvania on Septenber 11, 2001
Respondents were asked to give their opinions of the way President
George W Bush was handling the presidency and the terrorist
attacks. Respondents were also asked whether they woul d support
taking mlitary action in response, and whether they believed that
the United States governnent would go to war as a result of the
attacks. They were further asked whether they would feel the sane
way if mlitary action caused the death of or injured innocent
civilians in other countries and | arge nunbers of Anmerican troops
due to a long war. Respondents were queried on whether they would
support mounting a broader war against terrorist groups and the
nations that support them whether they believed there would be
nmore major terrorist attacks in this country, what the United
States must do in its war on international terrorism and,
supposing that the United States acconplished al | of its
obj ectives, whether it would still have won the war on terrorismif
there were to be another mmjor terrorist attack. Respondents'
opinions were elicited on Osana bin Laden, the main suspect in the
attack, who was reportedly living in Afghanistan. They were asked
whet her they believed that the United States would capture or Kil
bin Laden, and would be able to significantly reduce terrorist
attacks against the United States. Respondents were also asked
whet her action on education reform and prescription drugs for
seniors should be postponed for at | east a year because of the war
on terrorism Additional topics covered how much the respondents
trusted the government to do the right thing, how patriotic they
were, whether they appreciated nore the privileges they had in this
country, and whether they were nore wlling to nake persona
sacrifices for the good of the country. Background information on
respondents includes age, gender, political party, education
residency, marital status, children in household, race, and
househol d i ncone.

NOTE: (1) The data are provided as an SPSS portable file. (2) This
collection has not been processed by ICPSR staff. [ICPSR is
distributing the data and docunentation for this collection in
essentially the sane form in which they were received. Wen



appropriate, docunentation has been converted to Portable Docunent
Format (PDF), data files have been converted to non-platform
specific formats, and variables have been recoded to ensure
respondents' anonymity. (3) The codebook is provided by |ICPSR as a
Portabl e Docunent Format (PDF) file. The PDF file format was
devel oped by Adobe Systens |ncorporated and can be accessed using
PDF reader software, such as the Adobe Acrobat Reader. Information
on how to obtain a copy of the Acrobat Reader is provided on the
| CPSR Wb site.

EXTENT OF COLLECTION: 1 data file + machi ne-readabl e docunentation
( PDF)

EXTENT OF PROCESSI NG REFORM DOC

Cases: 1,215
Vari abl es: 64



United States Census Regi on Codes

1 NEW ENGLAND

Connecti cut New Hanpshire
Mai ne Rhode 1 sl and
Massachusetts Ver nont

2 M DDLE ATLANTIC
New Jer sey
New Yor k
Pennsyl vani a

3 EAST NORTH CENTRAL

Illinois Chio
I ndi ana W sconsin
M chi gan

4 \\EST NORTH CENTRAL
| owa Nebr aska
Kansas Nort h Dakot a
M nnesot a Sout h Dakot a
M ssouri

5 SOUTH ATLANTI C

Del awar e North Carolina
Di strict of Colunbia Sout h Carolina
Fl orida Virginia
CGeorgi a West Virginia
Mar yl and

6 EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Al abanma M ssi ssi ppi
Kent ucky Tennessee

7 WEST SCUTH CENTRAL

Ar kansas Ckl ahoma
Loui si ana Texas

8 MOUNTAI N
Ari zona Nevada
Col or ado New Mexi co
| daho Ut ah
Mont ana Wom ng

9 PACIFIC
Al aska O egon
California Washi ngt on

Hawai i






TNS | NTERSEARCH #DL- 18439
Hor sham PA Sept enber 25, 2001
FI NAL
(ABC NEWS/ WASHI NGTON POST POLL)

I NTRODUCTI ON: Hello, I'mcalling on behalf of ABC News. W' re conducting a
public opinion survey about the recent terrorist attacks.

| F RELUCTANT RESPONDENT USE ANY OR ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

We're not selling anything; we're just interested in your opinions.

It’s for a news poll that will be reported on ABC.

We need opi nions of average Anericans and it will only take a few m nutes of
your tine.

| F RESPONDENT ASKS “WHO ARE YOQU,” “WHERE ARE YOU CALLING FROM': My nane’s
_and | work for TNS Intersearch, which conducts these polls for ABC

Qur research experts have randomy sel ected the person in your household that |
shoul d speak to, so that all types of people will be represented in our survey.
Thi nking of all the (male/ferale) adults age 18 or over who live in your
household and are at hone right now, may | please speak to the one who | ast had
a birthday? (IF NO MALE/ FEMALE I N THE HOUSEHOLD, ASK: Then may | pl ease speak
to the (fenmal e/ nale) who |ast had a birthday?)

1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W Bush is handling his job
as president?

I NTERVI EMER NOTE: Get answer and then ask:
Do you approve/ di sapprove STRONGLY or SOVEWHAT?

Approve STRONGLY
Appr ove SOVEWHAT

Di sapprove STRONGLY
Di sapprove SOVEWHAT
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

OO~ WNE

2. Do you support or oppose taking military action agai nst the groups or
nations responsible for the recent terrorist attacks?

1 Support

2 Oppose

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

** x| F SUPPORT AT Q***
3. What if that neant getting into a war - in that case would you support or
oppose taking mlitary action?

1 Support

2 Oppose

8 DK/ No Opi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used



***| F SUPPORT AT Q***
4. What if it meant innocent civilians in other countries m ght be hurt or
killed - in that case woul d you support or oppose taking mlitary action?

I NTERVI EMER NOTE: Get answer and then ask:
Woul d you support/oppose that STRONGLY or SOVEWHAT?

Support STRONGLY
Support SOVEVWHAT
Oppose STRONGLY
Oppose SOVEWHAT
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

©O©oohrWNER

***| F SUPPORT AT Q**

5. What if it meant getting into a long war with [ arge nunbers of U S. troops
killed or wounded - in that case woul d you support or oppose taking mlitary
action against the groups or nations responsible for these attacks?

I NTERVI EMER NOTE: Get answer and then ask:
Woul d you support/oppose that STRONGLY or SOVEWHAT?

Support STRONGLY
Support SOVEWHAT
Oppose STRONGLY
Oppose SOVEVWHAT
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

OO~ WNE

***| F SUPPORT AT Q***

6. Do you think the United States should limt its mlitary action only to

t hose groups or nations responsible for the recent attacks, or should the
United States nount a broader war against terrorist groups and the nations that
support thenf

1 Limt action to groups/nations responsible

2 Mount a broader war against terrorist groups/nations
8 DK/ No Opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

***I F @:1, 2***
Do you feel that way strongly, or not so strongly?

N

1 Strongly

2 Not strongly
8 DK/ No Opi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

®

Just your best guess, do you think the United States will go to war as a
result of the recent attacks, or not?

<

es

1

2 No

8 DK/ No Opi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used



9. How concerned are you about the possibility there will be nore major
terrorist attacks in this country - is that something that worries you a great
deal , somewhat, not too nuch, or not at all?

1 Geat deal

2 Sonmewhat

3 Not too nuch
4 Not at all

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

*** SCRAMBLE | TEMS* **

10. | amgoing to read you a list of things sone people say the United States
must do in its war on international terrorism but others say are a | ower
priority.

For each, please tell me if this is something you think the United States
absolutely nust do, no nmatter what; sonething that woul d be good to do, but not
essential; sonething that is a lower priority; or sonething that should not be
done at all.

The first is (READ | TEM:

a. Capture or kill Osanma Bin Laden and break up his terrorist network

b. Overthrow the Taliban governnent in Afghanistan

c. Significantly reduce the nunber of terrorist attacks against the United

St at es.

d. Significantly reduce the nunber of attacks by international terrorists
agai nst other countries, even if these attacks are not directed at the United
St at es.

e. Overthrow Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, even if he cannot be |inked
directly to the terrorist attacks in New York City and Washi ngton.

1 US absolutely nust do this

2 This woul d be good to do, but not essenti al
3 This is a lower priority

4 This should not be done at all

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

11. Now, suppose the United States acconplishes all of these things in the next
few years, including reducing terrorismin the United States and around the
wor | d.

If a mpjor terrorist attack were still to occur like the ones in New York and
Washi ngton, would you say that the United States still had won the war on
terrorism or not?

Yes

1

2 No

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

12. How confident are you that the United States will capture or kill Gsama Bin
Laden: are you very confident, somewhat confident, not too confident or not at
all confident?

1 Very confident

2 Sonmewhat confident
3 Not too confident
Not at all confident
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

© 0~



13. How confident are you that the United States will be able to significantly
reduce terrorist attacks against the United States: are you very confident,
somewhat confident, not too confident or not at all confident?

Very confi dent
Sonmewhat confi dent
Not too confident
Not at all confident
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

OO~ WNE

*** SCRAMBLE | TEMS* **
14. As part of the effort to conbat terrorism would you support or
oppose (READ | TEM ) How about (NEXT | TEM

***HALF SAMPLE* **

a. Allowing wiretaps on suspected terrorists to include cell phones and
the internet, as well as regul ar tel ephones

b. Allow ng court-ordered wiretaps and el ectronic surveillance to

follow a suspect for up to a year, anywhere that person goes in the United
St ates

c. Allowing investigators to tap into voicenail and e-nmil nessages

with just a search warrant, rather than a court order

d. Allowi ng electronic surveillance conducted overseas by foreign
governnents to be used in U.S. courts, even if that surveillance woul d not
have been allowed in this country

e. Allowing airline pilots to carry guns

***HALF SAMPLE* **

f. Allowing prosecutors to share secret grand jury information with
the Cl A and other national security agencies

g. Increasing the crimnal penalties for terrorismand terrorism
conspi racy

h. Allowi ng the government to deport or indefinitely detain any
foreigner in this country who is suspected of supporting any organi zation
involved in terrorism

i. Allowing the government to confiscate the noney in bank accounts
linked to terrorists

j. Creating crimnal penalties for noney-|aundering involving
terrorism

k. Having the federal government take over security screening at U S.
airports, at a cost of nearly one-point-eight billion dollars a year

1 Support

2 Oppose
8 DK/ No Qpi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

*** SCRAMBLE | TEMS* * *
15. Because of the war on terrorism would you favor or oppose:

a. Postponing action on education reformfor at |east a year

b. Post poni ng action on prescription drugs for seniors for at |east a year
1 Favor

2 Oppose

8 DK/ No Opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used



16. On another subject, how nuch of the tine do you trust the governnent in
Washington to do the right thing? just about always, nost of the tine, or only
sone of the tine?

1 Al ways

2 Most

3 Only sone
None (vol.)

8 DK/ No opi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

N

17. Do you consider yourself strongly patriotic, somewhat patriotic or not very
patriotic at all?

1 Strongly patriotic

2 Sonewhat patriotic

3 Not very patriotic at all
8 DK/ No opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

18. Just your best guess: Do you think the recent terrorist attacks on the
United States will nake people appreciate nore the privileges they have in this
country, or not?

<
(7]

1 Ye

2 No

8 DK/ No opi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

19. Do you think the terrorist attacks will nmake people nmore willing to nake
personal sacrifices for the good of the country, or not?

<

es

2

1
2
8 No opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

Now just a few nore questions to help classify your answers:

** AUTHOR NOTE: ROTATE ORDER OF CODES 1 and 2**
901. Cenerally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as: (READ LI ST)

1 A Denocr at

2 A Republican

3 An | ndependent

4 O what?

(DO NOT READ BELOW
8 DK/ No opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

908a. Whul d you say your views on nost political natters are |liberal, noderate,
or conservative?

Li beral

Moder at e

Conservati ve

(vOL) Don't think in those terns
DK/ No opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

O©oOr~WNE



909. What was the last grade of school you conpleted?

8th grade or I|ess

Sone hi gh school

Graduat ed hi gh school

Sone col l ege (ASK I F SCHOOL WAS A TECHNI CAL SCHOOL; |IF IT WAS, PUNCH CODE 3,
FOR H GH SCHOOL)

Graduat ed Col | ege

Post - gr aduat e

DK/ No opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

A WNPEF

© 00 o Ul

***|F Q909 = 5, GRADUATED COLLEGE***
909a. Was that an associate's degree, a bachelor's degree, or what?

Associ at es degree
Bachel ors degree
O her

DK/ No opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

O©ooWN P

910. What is your age?
DK/ No Bpi ni on 8888
NA/ Ref used 9999

913. Whuld you describe the area in which you live as a: (READ LI ST)

1 Large city

2 Suburb of a large city
3 Smal |l town

4 O rural area
---DO NOT READ BELOW - -
8 DK/ No opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

914. Are you: (READ LIST)

1 Married and living with your spouse
2 Separat ed

3 Divorced

4 W dowed

5 O never married

---DO NOT READ BELOW - -

9 NA/ Ref used

915. Do you have any children under age 18 living at hone, or not?
1 Yes

2 No

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

976. Are you, or is anyone in your household, currently in mlitary service, a
mlitary veteran, or a reservist?

<

es

1

2 No

8 DK/ No opi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used



918. Are you of Hispanic origin or background?
(IF "YES," ASK:) Are you Wiite Hi spanic or Black H spanic?
(IF "NO " ASK:) Are you white, black, or sone other race?

1 Wite

2 Bl ack

3 Wiite Hispanic

4 Bl ack Hispanic

5 Hi spanic (no race given)
6 Ot her race

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

919. If you added together the yearly incones, before taxes, of all the
nmenbers of your household for |ast year, 2000, would the total be: (READ LI ST)

1 Less than $30, 000, or
2 $30,000 or nore

( TO Q 919. 2)
9 (DO NOT READ) NA/ Refused (

TO 920)
919.1 Would that be: (READ LIST)

1 Under $8, 000 (SKIP T
2 $8,000 but |ess than $12, 000 (SKIP T
3 $12,000 but less than $20,000 (SKIP TO 920)
4 $20,000 but less than $30,000 (SKIP T
9 (DO NOT READ) NA/ Refused (SKIP T

919.2 Wul d that be: (READ LIST)

1 $30, 000 but |ess than $50, 000
2 $50, 000 but less than $75, 000
3 O nore than $75, 000

9 (DO NOT READ) NA/ Ref used

*** ASK ONE OQUT OF EVERY Fl VE RESPONDENTS* * *
920.1 May a reporter call you to talk about some of the things we've been
di scussi ng?

1 Yes

2 No (SKIP TO Q

8 DK/ No opi ni on (SKIP TO Q 921)
9 NA/ Ref used (SKIP TO Q

921. RECORD GENDER

1 Mal e

2 Femal e
***EN[)***
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